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Executive Summary

Introduction

This Parks, Recreation and Open Space (PRO$sRlblishes
Bur | i wigjoh forastistainable systempairks, recreation
facilities, programs, and services that proradtealthyactive and
connected@dommunity.

Vision Statement

Burlington Parks and Recreation creates opportunities for the community
to be happy, healthy, ancksickarés, employees, and visitors. We

provide fun, inviting, and safe indoor and outdoor spaces for play,
recreation, celebrations, and enjoying nature. Burlington parks, trails,
and programs are in easy reach by foot, bike, and vehicles. Activit
programs are available to all with somethingdlarssesryone
camps, sports, events and more. Our parks and recreation syste
sustainably managed, and adapts to meet community needs, recrg
trends, and growth.

Why Plan?

Eligibility for State Funding

This PROS pl an iasdrdcreationGysteignd s f i
andestablishesligibility for grants administered by the Washington
State Recreation and Conservation Office (RU@)Plan will be
amended every six yearsnaintain eligility for grantsThe plan is
due to RCO by March 1, 2020.

A Component of the Cityds Compr

ThePROSPIlan is also designed to meet the requirements of the

State of Washitgn Growth Management Act (GMA). GMA

requires ttiesto:

A Designate the general location and extent of land uses including
recreation and open space lands;
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A ldentify lands useful for recreation, including wildlife habitat,
trails and connection of critical areas;

A Estimate park and recreation demand for at lesrsyear
period; and

A Develop a capital facilities plan (CFP) identifying funds necessary
to implement the plan for at least aysiar period.

The GMA also specifies that adopted plans should ensure that
strategies for maintaining adopted levels a€seme put in place to
accommodate planned future development.

This PROS plaimcludes goakndobjectives, levels of service

standardsand capital investments &sixyear period of 2022025
matching the Cityds ctermpdiadlof facilities plan and
20202036 matching the Cityds Comprehensive Pl an.

cficinty Manages Systen

. . . . Based on the Vision and review of
This PROS Plan is designed to efficiently manage the system by: -~ . olan establishes

A maximiingtheuse of the existing park systermake the best | priorities including:

use of the assets in the park system o
1. Improve existing parks.

A maintaining flexibilitytoe spond to t he communityods changing
needs and desires, 2. Add new trails that connect

p . . . ] ) neighborhoods to existing

A senmga diverse and growing popula@oal addressing parks.

increased demands on the systad
3. Open undeveloped parkland in

A creainga sustainable model for developing and operating the the Cityds invent
park systerthroughadequate resourcpartnerships, and other

measures. 4. Add new parks and new trail

segments.

For efficiency and effectivengssorities for the systelnave been
developed (see sidebar).

Benefits of Parks and Recreation

This PROS Plan recognizeseral benefits of parks and recreation
facilities and services including:
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9 Parks Shape the Commuimitd Environment Bur |l i ngt ond s
parks, recreation, and open space system helps connect the
community with activearkstrails and green spacétsalso
supportenvironmental protection and conservaaaod,
enhancgthe livability of the city -

9 Parks Improve Health and Well Being: \&signed
communities with access to parks and recreation facilities can h
Burlington residents to lead more active lifestyles benefiting thei
health and webleing.

9 Parks, recreation, and open space provide economic value to a_ -
community by increasing property values, attractintglomg ;
residents and employers, and supportingsou(American
Planning Association 20@4ctive Living Research 2p10

Community Engagement and Plan
Approval Process
Outreach and

ThePROS Plan is based on a robust community engagement proc SapeEia PareEia

including the followinglements
T Online survey

= Online survey: 277
= Pop-up events: 124

1 Popup event at Terrace Heights Apartments and Back to Schoc = Vision events: 126

Fair at Maiben Park = Park syste_m Worlfshop: 56
= Plus, public meetings and

9 Vision Workshomt City Hall an¥ision Station at Allen School hearings
9 Park System Workshapthe Community/Senior Center
9 Public meetings and hearings

Burlington community members expressed needs and preferences for
family facilities, improved amenities and safety, spditis$atrails,

and events/programminghese themes have been integrated into all
aspects of the PROS Plan including the goals and objectives, demand
and need analysis, levels of service, and capital improvements.
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Exhibit 1. PROCS Plan Community Engagement Themes

This plan is undergoing legislative review dyahesRecreation
andCemetery Boardlanning Commission, and City Council.
Following public meetings and hearings, the Board and Commission
will make recommendations to the City Council. The City Council
will deliberate ancbnsider plan adoption.
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